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SONG LEADER
of your club . . . 

So you are 
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Song Leader Job Description:
■ Lead the group in singing at each 

meeting and, when requested, at 
special events.

■ Teach the club new songs.
■ Keep a file of songs with words and 

music. (Be sure to remember that 
the words and music to many songs 
are copyright protected. You must 
follow copyright laws if you make 
copies of music. Ask your club leader 
or extension agent to help you with 
this.)

■ Work cooperatively with the other 
officers and leaders of the club.

■ Create a feeling of friendship, 
teamwork and 4-H spirit at club 
meetings through the use of music.

■ Help club members to show their 
enthusiasm, use their energy for fun 
and enjoy the group meetings by 
singing together. 

To Get the Club’s Attention:
■ Softly say “If you can hear me, clap 

once” and then clap. A bit more 
loudly say “If you can hear me, clap 
twice” and clap twice. Then say “If 
you can hear me, clap three times” 
and clap three times.

■ Arrange a quick method of catching 
the club’s attention by having one 
assigned member yell one half of 
a phrase that the rest of the club 
finishes. For example: “To make the 
best…” “BETTER.” This works best 
if you use it throughout the year at 
various events.

■ Ask the president to tap the gavel. 
This usually works because the club 
is used to hearing the gavel and 
understands what it means.

■ Don’t just wait for the club to 
get quiet. This often takes much 
more time than you want to spend. 

When you have the club’s attention, 
immediately begin the song. If you 
don’t, you will lose their attention 
and have to work even harder to gain 
it again.

Guidelines for Song Leaders
Before the meeting

■ Know how much time has been 
allowed for singing and be sure not to 
use more time than that.

■ Choose songs ahead of time that fit 
the theme or mood of the meeting.

■ Have the words (and music, if 
possible) ready to hand out.

■ Begin and end with a familiar song. 
Teach only one new song each 
meeting.

■ Practice leading songs in front of a 
mirror or record yourself. You will 
learn how you look and sound to 
your club members and also gain 
confidence.

At the meeting
■ Be confident and relaxed.
■ Stand where everyone can see you 

and speak loudly so everyone can 
hear you.

■ Hand out the song sheet and get the 
attention of the club by using one of 
the previous suggestions.

■ Start the song in a comfortable key. 
If you begin too high or too low, stop 
everyone and start over.

■ Sing enthusiastically along with the 
group. Your energy will encourage 
others to enjoy singing!

■ An easy rule is to sing three songs:
 • Starter song — one the club already 

knows to get them singing.
 • Action song — a song with good 

rhythm and actions to “loosen” the 
group up.

 • Quiet song — a slow or soothing 
song to calm the group before the 
next agenda item.

Tips for Being a  
Good Leader

1. Be a team player
2. Be thoughtful of       
     others
3. Be helpful
4. Be a good sport
5. Be reliable and  
     responsible
6. Celebrate others’                   
     success
7. Be fair
8. Have fun with  
     4-H!!!

Congratulations! Now that your club has chosen you as the song leader, you, and all 
other officers of your 4-H club are representatives. As a 4-H officer, you represent not 
only your club, but also the 4-H program throughout the state. Your skills and abilities, 

standards and ideals, grooming, speech and even smiles represent Kansas 4-H members. 
Representing others is one of your most important responsibilities because it exists at all times 
— not just while you are at 4-H events.


