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Wheat Sowing – 2018 

  

  From now, until the last week of October is the optimum time to sow wheat in the River Valley 

District. The thought of wheat sowing brings up some questions needing to be addressed: What 

population should I be planting? Is there a difference in population for grain-only versus dual 

purpose wheat (grazing and grain)? 

  One of the first questions coming to mind is what is the optimum population? There are many 

variables in answering this question, but there are also some points to consider when trying to 

answer it. One point to begin with when considering optimum seeding rate is your location. The 

River Valley District is split in the middle of Republic and Cloud counties between two different 

population ranges. The east halves of Republic and Cloud Counties, along with Clay and 

Washington Counties, want to stay in the range of 900,000-1,125,000 seeds per acre (around 60-

75 pounds per acre, assuming 15,000 seeds per pound), while the west halves of Cloud and 

Republic Counties want to stay in the range of about 750,000- 900,000 seeds per acre (50-60 

pounds per acre, assuming 15,000 seeds per pound). It is important to remember these are only 

suggested ranges. Soil types, producer management, and other outside factors (like irrigation) 

greatly influence the optimum seeding rate. 

  Moreover, a few more considerations to keep in mind are to increase the wheat population after 

entering into the second week of October for dual-purpose wheat production. Planting at a higher 

population later on allows compensation for higher rates of winterkill and the wheat will not 

have the same amount of time to tiller. Also, planting at higher populations for dual purpose 

wheat is a necessity to optimize return for usage of the wheat as a forage for livestock and grain. 

Higher planting populations, usually 1.5 to 2 times greater at around 1,125,000-1,800,000 (75-

120 pounds per acre, assuming 15,000 seeds per pound) help to offset the stress of grazing. 

Along with seeding rate, another important emphasis should be placed on variety selection. For 

dual purpose wheat, varieties germinating under warmer conditions (temperatures greater than 85 

°F) should be considered.  

  If you have any questions feel free to stop by or contact me in the Concordia Office (River 

Valley Extension District, 811 Washington, Suite E, Concordia, KS 66901) by calling 785-243-

8185 or emailing thusa@ksu.edu. 

 

Source: (Kansas State University-Wheat Production Handbook) 

 

-30- 

K-State Research and Extension is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

 

mailto:thusa@ksu.edu

