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I am excited to be the new crop production extension agent in the River Valley District.  I 

officially became part of the team on June 12, 2017.  I have met with quite a few producers, 4-H 

members, as well as all others who play a key role in Kansas agriculture in the River Valley 

District and am looking forward to meeting many more of you in the district.  It has already been 

busy first few weeks on the job.  The second week on the job I was down at the Rock Springs 4-

H camp and have certainly hit the ground running! 

 I feel that it is important to use this time to allow you to get to know a little bit more about 

me.  I grew up on a row-crop and cow/calf farm by Wymore, Nebraska (which is approximately 

20 miles north of Marysville, Kansas) where I acquired a great respect for the land, animals, 

producers, and all other aspects that make agriculture possible.  From early on, I knew that I 

wanted to help out in agriculture in any way possible.  While in grade school (and throughout 

high school) it was helping out dad and learning as much as I possibly could along the way.  

During that time, I learned how to perform many of the farming operations including: row-crop 

cultivating, windrowing, baling, planting, and much more.  After graduating high school, I 

decided to continue on my education in agriculture at Southeast Community College in Beatrice, 

Nebraska.   I attained my Associate of Applied Science in Diversified Agriculture Production, as 

well as my Associate of Arts in General Education from SCC in 2014.  During my time at SCC, I 

served as Ag Club president and helped organize and run many events for the SCC Ag Club. 

From Southeast Community College, I attended Northwest Missouri State University in 

Maryville, Missouri where I attained my Bachelor Degree in Agricultural Sciences in 2016.  The 

Agricultural Sciences degree from NWMSU, is a diversified degree focusing on three subject 

areas: agronomy, livestock, and agriculture business.  I took classes in all three subject areas, but 

my main focus was the agronomy side.  Moreover, I participated under the supervision of Dr. 

Nigel Hoilett for his soil biochar experiment analyzing the carbon, hydrogen, and oxygen 

contents as a part of my agronomy independent study.  I was also a member of the Sigma Alpha 

Pi honor society, where we discussed leadership roles and other activities, as well as helped 

coordinate community activities in Maryville. 

My objective as the new crop production agent is to provide individuals in the district with 

education and programming from my own experiences, as well as through the dissemination of 

research from Kansas State University and other land grand institutions, with a goal to provide 

the most pertinent and beneficial information that benefits your individual agriculture operation.  

Feel free to stop by my office, call, or email (thusa@k-state.edu) me with any of your questions. 
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