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Soybean “Dectes” Stem Borer 

 

It seems like if one thing goes right for crop growing conditions in Kansas, another issue is 

lurking, ready to jump out at and pounce on a producer’s crop in a moment’s notice.  The issue 

we are going to be discussing today is lodging in soybeans resulting from the Soybean “Dectes” 

Stem Borer that has afflicted some parts of the River Valley District. In conjunction with some 

strong storms in October, a recipe for disaster had prevailed from the weakening of the soybean 

stems from the Soybean “Dectes” Stem Borer larvae, resulting in severe cases of lodging in 

soybeans laying them flat on the ground in some instances.   

To start off with, it is important to understand the life stages of the Soybean “Dectes” Stem 

Borer.  The main culprit for initiating damage is when the Soybean “Dectes” Stem Borer 

“Dectes texanus texanus” adult beetle chews into leaf petioles (the stem-like structure that 

attaches the leaf to the plant) and stems of soybeans and deposits her eggs.  The eggs then hatch 

and start feasting in their new home primarily in soybean stems.  If one suspects Soybean Stem 

Borer activity, there is one tell-tale sign that gives it away.  The petiole and trifoliate (where the 

eggs were laid) will turn black and fall off then displaying the main identifier, a reddish scar, that 

develops around the entrance wound where they started boring into the soybean.  These 

symptoms will typically occur around August and the larva of the stem borer will remain active 

until the latter part of September.  This is the time frame when the Soybeans are most susceptible 

to lodging. 

Furthermore, there are a few means to control Soybean “Dectes” Stem Borers.  Although 

chemical control sounds good hypothetically, it would actually prove to be difficult to get a good 

control using chemicals because the larvae reside in the stem most of the time and rarely would 

come into contact with the insecticide after it had been sprayed.  Chemical control, would only 

prove to be beneficial to control the adult population of Soybean “Dectes” Stem Borer.  The 

caveat is most of the time, symptoms go unnoticed until it is too late for control and lodging has 

already occurred. 

Although chemical control would seem ideal, cultural control proves to be one of the best 

practices in prevention of the Stem Borer.  Crop rotation is a great way to help prevent said 

infestations, since the adult beetles are not very good fliers and most problems occur on 

continuous soybean production in fields. Additionally, fall tillage proves to be very beneficial in 

decreasing Soybean “Dectes” Stem Borer issues.  Another way to help is to keep up on good 

weed management in fields; ragweed, cocklebur, and wild annual sunflower are also suitable 

hosts for the Stem Borers.  Many of these variables, if addressed in a timely fashion, can prove to 

be helpful in the reduction of Soybean “Dectes” Stem Borer problems. 

Feel free to contact me, Tyler Husa, at (785) 243-8185 with your questions and comments, or 

stop by in at the Concordia office located in the basement of the Cloud County Courthouse. 
  

 

 



News column for use of week of 11/13/2017 

Tyler Husa-Crop Production Extension Agent 

River Valley Extension District 

11/7/2017 
 

-30- 

K-State Research & Extension is an equal opportunity provider and employer 
 

 

 

 

(pictures optional) 

Soybean “Dectes” Stem Borer larva        Soybean “Dectes” Stem Borer beetle 

        

     (Image: courtesy of University of Missouri- Extension)                (Image: courtesy of NDSU) 

 


