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Testing Your Home for Radon 

 

   Our homes are our ‘safe haven’. We expect our homes to be safe and comfortable. It’s where 

we go to relax, regroup and generally regenerate for life ‘out there’. But, is your home as safe as 

it can be? Or does it contain radon, which is the 2
nd

 leading cause of lung cancer? 

   Radon is a naturally occurring gas that is the result of the natural decay of uranium in the soil. 

It can’t be seen, smelled or tasted. It doesn’t matter if your home is old or new but is determined 

by how your home was built and the composition of the dirt it sits on. Radon undergoes 

transformation about every four days and when this happens radioactive particles are released. 

These particles can get trapped in your lungs when you breathe. They continue to break down 

and release more radiation. This can damage lung tissue and lead to lung cancer over the course 

of your lifetime. Not everyone exposed to elevated levels of radon will develop lung cancer, and 

the amount of time between exposure and the onset of the disease may be many years. In fact, 

breathing radon does not cause any short term health effects such as shortness of breath, 

coughing, headaches, or fever. However, this should not stop you from doing what you can now 

to ensure that your home’s air is safe for you and your family to breathe.      

   Clay, Cloud, Republic and Washington counties all have soil levels that contain dangerously 

high levels of radon. The accepted level of radon in soils should be no higher than 4 pCi/L. The 

most recent test results reported to the Kansas Radon Program show Clay’s average radon level 

in homes tested was 7.4; Cloud’s level was 6.5; Republic’s average was 8.4; and Washington’s 

average level was 7.1.   

    The first step to determine if your home is releasing radon is to test the air. This is an easy and 

inexpensive procedure. Test kits are available at cost at Belleville, Clay Center, Concordia and 

Washington River Valley Extension offices. The kit envelope, when hung in the lowest livable 

part of your home for 72 hours absorbs the radon in your air. The postage-paid envelope is then 

mailed to a laboratory where the radon level is determined and the results e-mailed and/or mailed 

to you. If your home shows a high radon level, it’s recommended to repeat the test. If you need 

to take action to remediate the radon, homeowners may correct the problem themselves or hire a 

certified contractor to come in and fix the problem. The average cost for remediation by a 

professional is around $1500.  

    For more information on radon, radon testing and/or remediation, contact the River Valley 

Extension office in Concordia at (785) 243-8185 or e-mail pgerhard@ksu.edu. 
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