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What’s in the Air You Breathe? 

  Now that winter is here and it’s cold outside, most of us are spending the majority of time 

indoors. So now’s the perfect time to test your home for the presence of radon! 

  Radon is a naturally occurring radioactive gas which is produced by the normal decay of 

uranium in rock and soil. As uranium decays, it produces radon, which in turn releases radon gas.  

Radon cannot be seen, smelled or tasted but is the second leading cause of lung cancer in the 

United States. (The leading cause of lung cancer is smoking.) 

  Radon is present throughout the River Valley Extension District. It can be found in old and new 

homes, well-sealed and drafty homes, apartments, mobile homes and homes with or without 

basements. Radon is able to seep through dirt floors, cracks in concrete walls and slabs, floor 

drains, sump pumps, mortar joints, water, pipes, joints and hollow brick walls. Breathing in 

radon gas damages the cells in your lungs. It’s been estimated to contribute 15,000 to 20,000 

lung cancer deaths a year. Smokers are at a high risk of developing radon-induced lung cancer.  

  The only way to determine the radon level in your home is to conduct a radon test. Indoor radon 

levels vary from home to home so you can’t rely on radon test results taken next door or in the 

neighborhood. Each home must be tested individually. Test kits are available in each of the River 

Valley Extension offices at a reasonable price. The test kit is then mailed to a lab with the results 

sent back to you. If the radon level is greater than 4pCI/L, additional testing is recommended. If 

your home still tests high, it will need to be mitigated. (This can be done by the homeowner 

himself or a certified radon professional.) 

  Stop by your extension office today and pick up a radon test kit and instructions.  If you have 

any questions or concerns, contact the River Valley Extension office in Concordia for more 

information.    
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