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Find Your Reason, Join 4-H 

 

  There are many reasons why 4-H has been in existence for over a century. There are also many 

reasons why 4-H is the nation’s largest youth organization. Find your reason for participating in 

4-H and join now.  

  Maybe the enrollment size of 4-H is your reason. Six million youth in the United States are 

participating in 4-H. These six million are learning leadership, citizenship, and life skills 

throughout their 4-H membership. Our youth are truly the leaders of tomorrow, so let’s equip 

them with the knowledge and skills to be the best leaders possible.  

  Maybe the love of a certain interest area is your reason. Kansas 4-H offers over 30 different 

project areas for youth to explore, gain knowledge, experience, and showcase. Project areas 

include Rocketry, Food & Nutrition, Reading, Painting, Livestock, and more. 4-H allows youth 

to direct their learning into a multitude of areas that interests them.  

  Maybe the impact of 4-H is your reason. 4-H youth excel beyond their peers. Per the 

longitudinal study from Tufts University regarding 4-H Positive Youth Development, 4-H 

members are nearly four times more likely to make contributions to their communities and nearly 

two times more likely to participate in science programs during out-of-school time. As society 

and technology continue to change, we need more people willing to help make a difference and 

to explore new opportunities through science.  

  Maybe the friendships made through 4-H are your reason. Youth participate in a club setting 

promoting belonging and inclusivity giving youth a sense of connection. 4-H Camp, Discovery 

Days, and other 4-H events also help to promote the meeting of new friends and to develope a 

sense of belonging for youth.  

  Whatever your reason is, now is the best time to join 4-H as Monday, October 1st, kicks of the 

2018-2019 4-H Year. Contact your local Extension Office, which there is one located in every 

county in the state of Kansas, to learn more about the opportunities offered in 4-H. In the River 

Valley District, contact Monica Thayer at 785-527-5084 or mthayer@ksu.edu. Find your reason 

and find yourself in 4-H.  
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