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4-H Focuses on the What 

 

  As I was driving to work the other day, a talk show host on my favorite radio station was asking the 

question, “Who do you want your child to be?” Usually when posed this question, parents focus on a 

specific job or career, such as a doctor, lawyer, firefighter, teacher, and the list goes on.  But, let’s focus 

on the what. What characteristics do you want your child to possess for their lifetime? 

  As a parent myself, I hope my children are generous, kind, hardworking, compassionate, responsible, 

confident, great communicators, contributors, and leaders. I know that 4-H can and will help build these 

characteristics.  

  4-H’s slogan is “Learn by Doing” and that is just what 4-H members do. None of these characteristics 

will develop overnight but instead through a series of activities, events, and meetings, youth will develop 

and strengthen these skills.  

  4-H focuses on generosity and kindness. 4-H Clubs regularly are completing community service projects 

to help others in their community. Everything from playing Bingo at the nursing home to donating canned 

goods to local food banks to raking leaves and plants flowers in neighbor’s yards or the local park. 4-H is 

teaching youth the importance of assisting others.   

  4-H focuses on communication. Ask a local teacher. Most will tell you that they can tell when a student 

is also a 4-H member. 4-H is all about speaking in front of others. Whether that is by standing in front of 

your 4-H Club to give a presentation, delivering a speech at District 4-H Club Day, or speaking with a 

county fair judge about your project, 4-H’ers learn and practice communication skills on a very regular 

basis. 

  4-H focuses on responsibility. 4-H members care for animals, complete projects, and lead meetings. As 

they do one or a combination of all of these examples, they build the ability to be responsible for 

themselves and others.  

  While this is just a small portion of all that 4-H focuses on, take a moment to think about how the 

variety of events and activities youth can participate in and the culmination of all of their benefits. 

Everything from the county fair that focuses on mastery in a specific project area to District 4-H Club 

Day that focuses on public speaking and performance skills. From club meetings that focus on belonging 

and proper procedure to camps that create a fun environment but also independence and group 

connections.  

  4-H truly focuses on building skills and characteristics in our youth that can be used throughout their 

lifetime and in any career. Let’s change the focus from who to what we want our children to be. Then, 

think about how 4-H can help build those characteristics. Enroll in 4-H today to assist your children in 

becoming what you want them to be.   
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