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Fairs are Over – Now What? 

 

  Over the past three weeks, four county fairs in the River Valley District have commenced, ran, and 

ended. Now what? There is a misconception that the county fair is what 4-H is all about. While the fair is 

a great time to showcase what our 4-H members have learned and worked hard to complete, 4-H is much 

more than just the county fair! 

  At the end of August, 4-H members will be competing in livestock and horticulture judging contests that 

they qualified in by competing earlier this year during District Club Day or at one of the County Fairs. 

  Then, it is on to the Kansas State Fair in September! In Hutchinson every years, 4-H members from the 

River Valley District exhibit entries from livestock to rockets, cooking to dogs, and everything in 

between! Youth will also compete in Photography, Rabbit, Family and Consumer Science, and Crop 

Identification Judging. If you’ve never been, head on out to the Kansas State Fair to catch all the action! 

  Before we know it, October is here, which is the beginning of the new 4-H year! This means member 

recruitment, enrollment, and officer selections. Each year, the River Valley District hosts Officer Training 

to teach our 4-H members parliamentary procedure and officer responsibilities.  

  Also in October, we celebrate National 4-H Week and clubs throughout the district can be seen visiting 

classrooms, decorating downtown windows, visiting church services, and completing community service 

for 48 Hours of 4-H. 

  In November, we celebrate the accomplishments of our 4-H members at our Annual Achievement 

Celebrations. Youth are recognized for membership awards, officer books, and judging contests. We also 

recognize all the hard work and dedication of our club and project leaders. Older 4-H members also 

attending the Kansas Youth Leadership Forum to build their leadership skills. 

  In December, many 4-H Clubs are celebrating the holidays together and donating time and/or resources 

to local community members in the spirit of giving.  

  Soon, we are in the New Year, which brings about preparations for District Club Day, where youth 

participate in events, including public speaking, performing arts, and more! Typically held in February, 

District Club Day is a qualifying event for youth to participate in Regional Club Day, which is held in 

March and includes youth from 9 counties in the area. Also in February, older 4-H members attend 

Citizenship In Action in Topeka to learn about citizenship and the legislative process.  

  Before we know it, spring is in full swing, which includes project meetings, livestock taggings, and 

more! The summer brings about Discovery Days, which is a mini-college experience held on the K-State 

Campus, and 4-H Camp at Rock Springs 4-H Center.  

  Somehow, we make it back around the calendar year to fair season! However, during that year, 4-H 

members have learned about community service, leadership, citizenship, and more! These skills and 

memories that 4-H is offering will last a lifetime for the youth involved!   

  If you want your children to be a part of the nation’s largest youth organization as they develop 

important life skills, contact Monica Thayer, River Valley District 4-H Youth Development Extension 

Agent, at 785-527-5084 or mthayer@ksu.edu to learn more about getting involved with 4-H in the River 

Valley District.  
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