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Check Out the County Fair 

 

  I am not sure where 2017 has gone but it is almost halfway over, which means it is almost county fair 

time! I can’t believe that this time of year is here but they say time flies when you are having fun and I am 

having a lot of fun being the 4-H Extension Agent for the River Valley District. 

  For an extension agent, county fair time means hot temperatures and long hours, but I still love the 

county fair, just as much as I did as a child.  

  I have such fond memories of the county fair when I was growing up. As a family, we would go to the 

Demolition Derby, the PRCA Rodeo, and Tractor Pull each year. Then, there was that one cherished night 

a year where I got an armband for carnival rides. Of course, I have to mention the millions of snow cones 

and funnel cakes that were consumed during the week of fair.  

  While those are great memories, I also have the amazing memories as an exhibitor at the county fair as a 

4-H and FFA member. The fair was an opportunity to show off what I had been working so hard on. My 

ceramic collie dog that I painted with the assistance of my project leader.  The hog that I fed, watered, and 

walked throughout the summer months. The cookies that I made a couple of batches of to find the perfect 

three.  

  What I love about the fair isn’t much different from when I was a child but just a different perspective. 

Now, instead of showing off my projects, I get to see my 4-H’ers beam with pride at the projects that they 

have worked so hard on. I love when a 4-H member wants to show me their poster, goat, pillow, and so 

on. I love to hear how they made or raised their project. I am amazed by the dedication, creativity, and 

skills that 4-H’ers in the River Valley District possess.  

  All of this to say, please join us at the four county fairs in the River Valley District. Come see the time 

and effort spent on the projects by 4-H and FFA members. Walk through the 4-H exhibits inside, which 

include woodworking, photography, rocketry and more. Watch a livestock show or walk through the 

livestock buildings to see the horses, swine, and rabbits to mention a few.  

  While I want to encourage the public to check out all of the 4-H exhibits, also please come see the hard 

work put forth by our fair boards to have a successful fair. We are blessed to have great fair boards in the 

River Valley District that have concerts, carnivals, rodeos, races, and more for entertainment!  

  The dates for the county fairs in the River Valley District are: 

 Washington County Fair  July 18th – July 22nd 

 Clay County Free Fair  July 18th – July 22nd 

 Cloud County Fair  July 25th – July 29th  

 NCK Free Fair   August 1st – August 5th  

  There is truly something available for everyone at the county fair! Come check out the county fairs.  

Enjoy the sights, smells, and food available! I hope to see you there!  
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