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4-H Grows Here in the River Valley District 

 

  When talking about all that 4-H grows, many think about the tangible products grown, raised, 

or created by 4-H’ers. Maybe it’s a garden full of vegetables and fruit, a photograph, a baked 

good, or an animal, but I want to focus on what 4-H produces that may not be as easily seen. 4-H 

learning experiences offer more to youth than what meets the eye. 

  In 2016, 4-H’ers in the River Valley District participated in a statewide study to show the 

impact of 4-H. These numbers show that 4-H is growing more than what can be seen in the 

building and stalls at the county fair. 4-H is growing skills within our River Valley District 4-

H’ers that will prepare them be tomorrow’s leaders.  

  Responsibility grows here. In the River Valley District, 87% of our 4-H’ers report that they take 

responsibility for their actions.  

  Leadership grows here. 95% of 4-H’ers in the River Valley District treat everyone fairly and 

equally when they are in charge of a group. 

  Communication grows here. In the state of Kansas, 4-H’ers that have participated in 4-H for 

three or more years, reported a 60% increase in their confidence in public speaking.  

  Friendship grows here. Over 96% of our 4-H’ers report that because of 4-H, they have friends 

who care about them.  

  Respect grows here. 91% of 4-H’ers in the River Valley District reported that they are 

respectful of others.  

  Decision making grows here. 94% of our River Valley District 4-H’ers reported being 

comfortable with making their own decisions. 

  Compassion grows here. 4-H’ers know the importance of helping others. 95% reported that 

they can make a difference through community service and that they like helping others. 

  These skills that youth are growing through 4-H are so beneficial to many aspects of their 

current lives and will be used throughout many of their future endeavors. Our youth are going to 

be the ones who step up to be the leaders, take responsibility, be curious enough to find 

solutions, and show compassion to all. Our youth will truly be the leaders in our communities, 

state, nation, and the world. 

  Join 4-H today to start growing these skills in youth within the River Valley District. Contact 

Monica Thayer at 785-527-5084 or mthayer@ksu.edu to learn more about 4-H and all that is 

being grown through the nation’s largest youth organization.  
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