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River Valley District Youth Attend 4-H Camp 

 

  The 2016 Pioneer Trails 4-H Camp was held Monday, June 20
th

 through Thursday, June 23
rd

 at 

Rock Springs 4-H Center, located south of Junction City.  Youth from Atchison, Brown, Coffey, 

Doniphan, and Marshall Counties, Meadowlark District (Jackson, Jefferson, and Nemaha 

Counties) and the River Valley District (Clay, Cloud, Republic, and Washington Counties) were 

present.  

  A total of 449 people were in attendance, including 383 campers, 46 youth counselors, 17 

extension staff members, and three nurses. The River Valley Extension District accounted for 

189 of the campers, 23 of the 46 counselors, 4 extension staff members, and two nurses. 

  Counselors reported to Rock Springs on Sunday, June 19
th

, for camp counselor training, which 

included team building activities, ages and stages training, games to learn their campers’ names, 

first aid, and other tips and tricks for a successful camp counselor experience.  

  On Monday, June 20
th

, the campers joined the counselors at Rock Springs 4-H Center to 

officially begin the 2016 Pioneer Trails 4-H Camp.  There were 44 camp groups, which each 

group included one or two counselors and between 7 and 9 campers.  

  4-H Camp proved to be an exciting and fun time again this year with the camp groups getting to 

participate in activities during the day, including swimming, canoeing, horseback riding, 

rocketry, wildlife education, mountain bikes, rifle range, creating crafts, and many, many more 

engaging activities.  During the evenings, activities included a picnic, water games, teambuilding 

activities, parachute games, a campfire, night swim, karaoke, dance, and a movie.  

  Closing ceremonies were Thursday afternoon.  The counselors did a fashion show of lost and 

found items and performed a skit to give the campers one last laugh. Camp counselors were 

recognized for volunteering and their hard work during the week. The finale was a slideshow of 

memories before youth were released to return home from Pioneer Trails 4-H Camp. 

  Campers and counselors had a wonderful time participating in activities, meeting new people, 

and creating long-lasting friendships. If you have children interested in attending events like 4-H 

Camp or would like more information about 4-H, please contact Monica Thayer, 4-H Youth 

Development Extension Agent, at 785-527-5084 or mthayer@ksu.edu. 
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Attached photo:  216 people from the River Valley Extension District attended Pioneer Trails 4-

H Camp, including 189 campers, 23 counselors, 4 extension staff members, and 2 nurses.  
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