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Oh, The Places You Can Go with 4-H 

 

  With his birthday approaching at the beginning of March, I began thinking about Dr. Seuss and 

his many famous books. One of my favorites is “Oh, The Places You’ll Go!”  This story includes 

the excitement and trials that one will endure during their life with an encouraging message to 

continue on when things get rough.  

  As a 4-H agent, I couldn’t help but apply this book to the adventures of a 4-H member. First, 

let’s talk about all the places you can explore as a 4-H member. Of course, you can attend all 

sorts of camps, conferences, workshops, and fairs. It seems there are an endless opportunity of 

events.  

  Each summer, we have youth from our entire district head to Rock Springs 4-H Center, which 

is south of Junction City, to attend Pioneer Trails 4-H Camp under the leadership of our older 4-

H members as camp counselors. 

  Last August, 48 of our older 4-H members headed to Texas on a Junior Leader trip to explore 

Galveston, while stopping in Dallas and Houston on the way, to see the Johnson Space Center, 

the Sixth Floor Museum, and the Houston Museum of Natural Science.  

  In November, three 4-H members from the River Valley District headed to National 4-H 

Congress in Atlanta, Georgia.  These three ladies that represented our district had the opportunity 

to attend workshops and participate in community service to build further on their leadership and 

citizenship skills.  

  Just at the end of January, nearly 30 4-H members and 8 adults from our district headed over to 

nearby Riley, Kansas to participate in a day leadership event. Mixed with youth from all over the 

north east region of the state of Kansas, our 4-H members attended workshops to develop and 

increase their leadership skills.  

  These are just a few of the exciting opportunities that 4-H offers. Of course, going on an 

adventure in 4-H does not even mean that you even have to go anywhere.  

  4-H gives youth many opportunities to explore and learn from their own home, neighborhood, 

and community. Using the 4-H model of “learning by doing”, 4-H members can have their own 

adventure of exploring a project, discovering a new, exciting skill, and increasing their 

knowledge. 

  While 4-H offers all of these and more wonderful events, activities, and opportunities, because 

4-H is about all learning, youth will face some difficulties. Maybe a 4-H trip is their first time 

away from home. A 4-H member may have to overcome their fear of presenting in front of 

others. It may be that flying to a certain event is their first time for an airplane ride. The list of 

fears that a 4-H can overcome is endless. 

  A 4-H member may also run into difficulties in learning about a project, including everything 

from burning cookies to not walking their livestock enough. However, as Dr. Seuss implies, from 

these so-called disasters, 4-H members turn it into a learning experience, keep their head high, 

and persevere.  

  As you can tell, 4-H not only offers youth a chance to go places, but also the opportunity to 

learn new skills and the ability to adapt to and overcome difficult situations.  



  Can you think of youth in your life that could benefit from the opportunities in 4-H? It is never 

too late to join 4-H. Head to www.rivervalley.ksu.edu or contact your local extension office for 

more information on joining 4-H today. Just think of the places you can go with 4-H. 
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