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4-H’ers Learn by Doing 

 

  “Learn by Doing” is the 4-H slogan. This summer is a perfect example for this slogan. Youth in 

our counties will be participating in many opportunities for learning, even though the youth may 

not realize it!  

  On the local level, youth will be participating in their county fairs later this summer. This is a 

great opportunity for our youth to practice with projects and exhibit to the public what they have 

accomplished. While looking at fair exhibits this summer, please consider all the time and effort 

that our youth spent to achieve these results and what they learning along the way.  

  Those three cookies on a plate may have taken a child five batches to create as they learned the 

importance of knowing the difference between a teaspoon and a tablespoon. The shelf may have 

taught a 4-H’er the lesson of measuring twice before cutting a piece of lumber. The steer gave 

that youth the responsibility of caring for another living being. While they are engaged in a 

project that interested the youth, they are also learning and developing important skills. 

  On the area level, many youth will be partaking in camp in the upcoming weeks. 189 campers 

and 22 counselors from the River Valley Extension District will be heading to Rock Springs 4-H 

Center with other youth from the northeast area of Kansas. While there, campers develop and 

enhance many of their skills.  

  For some, this may be the first time away from home. While it may be difficult at first, campers 

will develop independence. Campers may also participate in activities for the first time, such as 

horseback riding, archery, and robotics. Youth will be given the opportunity to learn in a fun 

atmosphere.  

  Campers will also learn to work together with the others in their camp groups to achieve a 

common goal. Teamwork is important for all youth to develop as it truly is a skill they will use 

the remainder of their life.  

  For the counselors, they will develop leadership skills as they supervise a camp group. The 

older youth will also learn responsibility as they care for those campers under their care.  

  Older youth in our district will also be participating in other conferences throughout the 

summer that will help develop many skills, including independence, mastery, leadership, and 

knowledge, all while having fun with their peers! 

  These skills are the product of actions the youth are doing. Most of the time, the youth are 

engaging in these activities without even realizing they are learning or developing! 

  4-H offers many great opportunities for youth to develop life skills through activities, 

leadership, and events. Join 4-H today to get your child started in learning by doing! Contact 

Monica Thayer, River Valley Extension District 4-H Youth Development Agent, at 785-527-

5084 or mthayer@ksu.edu on more information about 4-H. 
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