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4-H for a Future 

 

  Constantly, youth are getting asked questions about their future. For high schoolers, people are 

always curious about where they are attending college or their next step after graduation. Even 

grade school aged children get asked what they want to be when they grow up. The ability to set 

goals for the future is an important skill for a person to possess.   

  Yogi Berra, the famous Yankees baseball player, said it best, “If you don’t know where you are 

going, you’ll end up someplace else.” While no one expects a seven year old to know what 

career path they intend to take, goal setting is an important skill for all ages of youth so they push 

themselves to obtain or achieve something beyond their current ability.  

  This is truly 4-H in a nutshell. Youth bettering themselves for the future. 4-H emphasizes the 

importance of goal setting and helps build this skill through a multitude of activities, events, and 

opportunities. Whether youth realize it or not, 4-H is assisting with building a skill that they will 

use and benefit from for a lifetime. 

  A 4-H member’s goal may be to receive a purple ribbon at the local county fair on one of their 

projects. Maybe the goal is to be elected to an officer position and helps lead others. Or maybe 

the goal isn’t about winning anything at all but being able to accomplish a task, such as 

presenting in front of their 4-H Club to help build their public speaking skills. Youth then must 

be strategic, deliberate about their actions, and practice to reach their goals.   

  Recently, our 4-H members have been or will be participating at their local 4-H Achievement 

Celebration where our youth are recognized for their successes over the previous 4-H year. It is 

such a great time to reflect on the growth and accomplishments of our 4-H’ers. I’ve also taken 

this opportunity to challenge our 4-H members to start setting their goals for what they want to 

be recognized for next year.  

  Now is also the time for you to get your children involved in 4-H so they too can start building 

skills, such as goal setting, that they will be using for many years in the future. Contact Monica 

Thayer at 785-527-5084 or mthayer@ksu.edu to learn more about the 4-H Program and how to 

join 4-H.  
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