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Share Talents through 4-H 

 

  When talking about activities available for youth to participate in, you normally hear about all 

that children will gain or learn. You hear the claims of building leadership, teamwork, 

coordination, and more. Even when talking about why youth should join 4-H, many times I talk 

about all the wonderful benefits a 4-H member gains through their membership.  

  The other day, I heard a mom talking about 4-H and it changed my perspective. Youth should 

join 4-H because it allows kids to share their talents. Yes, 4-H will help develop great skills and 

abilities in youth, but 4-H also gives youth an opportunity to share the gifts they already possess.  

  I could name one 4-H’er who has a beautiful voice. Her participation in 4-H did not give her the 

ability to sing but it did give her another avenue to share her beautiful voice and love of singing.  

  Another 4-H member has a talent for working with his hands. He creates and refurbishes 

amazing projects through woodworking, small engines, and more. This was passed down 

through generations and is a family talent but now he shares his abilities through 4-H.  

  A 4-H member that graduated in May brought in her last year of entries for the county fair. She 

displayed many amazing pieces of drawings and paintings. 4-H has given her the opportunity to 

show off her talent and further develop her passion of art. She is starting college this month and 

will be minoring in Art.   

  A fourth 4-H’er has a promising future in photography. His social media accounts are covered 

in top notch photos. 4-H gives him an opportunity to display his work and share his abilities and 

knowledge with others.  

  All of these kids did not solely develop this ability through 4-H, but it did give both a great 

opportunity to display their unique talents and continue to advance their skills. These four 

examples are actual 4-H’ers that live in each of the four counties in the River Valley District.  

There are 597 4-H’ers in our district. Think of all the talent that I didn’t share with you!  

  If you went to any of the four county fairs in our district, you know that the talent and ability is 

not lacking. While the county fairs are a great opportunity to share talents, 4-H gives many more, 

such as Club Day competition, being a club officer, serving as a camp counselor, and much 

more!  

  I truly believe that each child has a wonderful talent they can share with the world. Maybe the 

talent is public speaking, baking, reading, wildlife knowledge, or more. Why not use 4-H to 

share this talent? 

  The new 4-H year will be beginning on October 1
st
, 2016 so now is the perfect time to get 

started with 4-H. To learn more about 4-H and its endless possibilities, contact Monica Thayer at 

785-527-5084 or mthayer@ksu.edu. 
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