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How 4-H Functions 

  At this time, all of the 4-H families in the River Valley Extension District are either gearing up, 

winding down, or in the midst of the county fair. County fairs can be a great time for everyone.  

People from all over the county and neighboring areas gather to view all the exhibits, enjoy great 

food, and seek entertainment through shows, carnivals, and much more. The amazing part is that 

a majority of all the work put into making a fair successful is done by volunteer work. It is great 

to see what people can accomplish when they work together. 

  4-H is another example of what greatness can come out of volunteering. Other than the 

extension staff in our four counties and at the state level, leaders and volunteers truly are the 

backbone of our, or any, 4-H program. As the new 4-H agent in this district, I truly can see the 

impact our volunteers have on our program and would like to take this opportunity to thank all of 

our wonderful volunteers throughout our four counties that make 4-H possible. Without each and 

every volunteer in the River Valley District, our 4-H programs would not be nearly as successful.  

  For all of our 4-Hers and 4-H families, please make sure to thank the volunteers that work with 

you or your children. Volunteering is obviously not a paid job. Our volunteers do what they do 

because they enjoy working with the youth. Showing our volunteers that they are appreciated is 

important to continue the success in 4-H. 

  I also would like to invite and encourage our community members to become involved with the 

4-H program. While we have a great group of volunteers, there is always a need for more. 

Volunteer opportunity are almost endless. Volunteers can work with a specific club, in their 

home county, or across the district. Volunteers can work with a specific project or can work with 

many different aspects of 4-H.  

  To continue the great work that is being done in our district, volunteers are always needed for 

4-H. Please contact me at 785-325-2121 or at mthayer@ksu.edu if you are interested in 

becoming a volunteer for River Valley District 4-H.  
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