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Optimistic, Forward Thinking Vision for Soybean Farmers 

  As farmers, what should our strategic vision for our future be? Optimistic and forward thinking, 

according to Jayson Lusk, a presenter at the recent American Soybean Association Soybean 

Leadership College I had the opportunity to attend. This three day conference I would have to 

mark up to one of the best I have been to. A huge thank you to the Kansas Soybean Commission 

and your soybean checkoff dollars for sponsoring my trip! It was great meeting soybean farmers 

from around the United States at this conference. I would highly encourage any farmers who are 

in soybean production to get involved with our Kansas Soybean Commission or be a member of 

the Association. I have been involved with the Kansas Soybean Commission for a few years 

now, beginning with them funding my graduate research on soybean inoculation and most 

recently being in their Emerging Leaders Academy. It is great to receive more insight into the 

soybean industry on a political and global scale and to learn how our commission and association 

function to support the soy industry in our state.  

  One of our challenges in the farming industry discussed at this conference is the current food 

movement that has taken over the population that is largely disconnected from the farm. In fact, 

the disconnect to the public is not only farmers, but also our scientists. No longer do we have the 

simple flow of information from the expert to the people. Social media “instant experts” are 

getting a louder voice than the science experts. Never before have humans had so much access to 

bad information. The problem is public perception becomes reality. One excellent quote shared 

at the conference was from Abraham Lincoln, “Public sentiment is everything. With public 

sentiment nothing can fail. Without it, nothing can succeed.” The general public’s solution to the 

food issues circling social media is a romantic traditionalism. They have exalted the 1940’s to a 

pedicle of the idealized family farm in their minds. But what was the farm really like in the 

1940’s? We have a tendency to forget the reality of the past. With our technological advances, 

conservation practices, ability to produce higher quality produce on less, and many other 

improvements to our farming practices from the 1940’s, our agriculture systems today are highly 

superior to our past.  

  Our agriculture improvements can be tracked by data regularly compiled by the U.S. 

Department of Agriculture. Customers of U.S. soy are increasingly demanding sustainable 

sourcing. The American Soybean Association, the U.S. Soybean Export Council, the United 

Soybean Board and state soybean boards, developed the U.S. Soybean Sustainability Assurance 

Protocol (SSAP) to provide proof of our environmental sustainability. The protocol is a certified, 

aggregate approach to the sustainability performance of U.S. soybean production. Many 

sustainable practices are already being done by farmers. This data proves our improved practices 

that already are occurring in our fields. As quoted from the protocol, “within the past 30 years, 

U.S. farmers have increased their soybean yields by 55 percent on roughly the same amount of 

land. What makes this possible? It’s the result of sound science and continued research. In fact, 



while yields have increased, carbon emissions, energy use, greenhouse gas and soil erosion have 

all decreased. U.S. farmers are licensed to use pesticides and are incorporating soil testing, plant 

tissue analysis and satellite positioning to precisely adjust crop inputs, and much more, all in 

order to pass the same rich soil to their future generations. U.S. farmland is sustained by families 

to ensure a sustainable supply to U.S. soy’s customers.”  

  Let us bridge this disconnect with the general public and be a voice to our consumers, from our 

neighbors to those across the globe. We have an agriculture history to be proud of; let’s keep an 

optimistic, forward thinking vision for agriculture going forward. We must get our message out 

so that we can continue our technological advancement that allows us to be a strong world 

competitor in the soybean export industry. To learn more about SSAP, visit 

www.ussoy.org/sustainability. 
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