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Opportunities in Agriculture 

 When we think of agriculture, images of large fields of crops and cattle grazing on hills 

tends to pop into our heads. While this is definitely quite on target, that is only the beginning 

of the scope of agriculture in our state. I had the opportunity to visit with a couple groups of 

students recently about careers in agriculture and my job specifically. It’s exciting to see the 

interest of young people in agriculture and show them the vast opportunities they have as 

they develop goals for their future careers. What farmers do would not be possible if we 

didn’t have the rest of the agricultural industry there to support the process and logistics.  The 

agricultural sector is more than producing crops and livestock it also includes renewable 

energy production, food processing, research and education, agribusiness and much more. 

 In fact, agriculture is the largest economic driver in Kansas. According to the Kansas 

Department of Agriculture, agriculture accounts of 43% of the state’s total economy. The 

Kansas Department of Agriculture has an awesome compilation of information that is broken 

down by each county of our state on their website. It is very fascinating to check out! For 

example, just in my home county, Cloud County, there is an estimated 915.8 jobs that are 

directly or indirectly related to agriculture and food processing. These sectors account for 

71.5% of our economy in Cloud County. If you gather the information from our entire state, 

229,934 people are employed by the agriculture sector through direct, indirect, and induced 

effect careers. And if you consider our land use in our state, you will find 88.9% of our land 

is dedicated to farmland.  

 As apparent by these numbers, agriculture has great opportunities and many career 

choices available. The agriculture industry is great to be in. Working with and supporting 

farmers in my district is what I enjoy most about my job. And it is great to be a small part of 

the much larger system that works to feed our nation and countries around the world.   
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