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Making decisions on winterkilled wheat 

One part of my job I love is scouting fields for issues. As a farmer, you would rather not have 

any problems to ever have to scout for. However, as an agronomist, I enjoy the challenge of 

scouting fields and discovering the cause of an issue. It is fun for me to find and identify an 

insect or disease or nutrient deficiency and find a treatment option if needed. In my recent 

scouting ventures and through visiting with many of you, our wheat fields are coming up with a 

number of issues. Many farmers are noticing their wheat “going backwards.” With the lack of 

rainfall, our wheat is really suffering and much of it has a lot of catching up to do coming out of 

winter fairly small. Some fields have had a decent amount of army cutworm feeding. There also 

is a considerable amount of winterkill. When considering management decisions on fields with 

partial or complete winterkill injury, you need to contact you crop insurance representative first.  

If there are large areas of the field with winterkill, but other areas are fine, it would be best to 

avoid applying topdress fertilizer to the bare areas where the wheat has died. If fields are 

completely dead, it might be possible to plant these fields to a summer row crop or forage crop 

later this spring, depending on plant-back restrictions from any residual herbicides have been 

applied to the wheat. Many of the commonly used sulfonylurea herbicides, including Ally, Ally 

Extra, Finesse, Glean, Amber, Peak, Rave, Maverick, Olympus, and PowerFlex are very 

persistent and have fairly long crop rotation guidelines. 

In general, the most tolerant summer crop to residues of these herbicides is STS soybeans, 

followed by grain sorghum. Product labels tend to specify grain sorghum, but forage sorghum 

and sudangrasses would likely have similar levels of tolerance. One major exception to this 

guideline is sorghum and Maverick herbicide. Sorghum is extremely susceptible to Maverick and 

should not be planted for at least 22 months after application. Corn, sunflowers, canola, and 

alfalfa tend to be the most susceptible crops to the sulfonylurea herbicides and have rotation 

guidelines of 12 months or longer.  

Most other commonly used wheat herbicides in Kansas have very short crop rotation 

restrictions. In fields where herbicide carryover is a concern, it would be best to wait until later 

in the spring before planting to allow as much time as possible for herbicide dissipation. Tilling 

the soil to try to “dilute” the herbicide residue likely will not have a great benefit and could offset 

the benefits of not tilling the soil. 

Always refer to the specific herbicide label regarding crop rotation guidelines and 

restrictions. Label guidelines for crop rotation are often complicated by soil pH and geography. 

Some product labels have very rigid crop rotation restrictions, while other labels allow shorter 

intervals in the case of catastrophic crop failure, as long as the producer is willing to accept the 

risk of crop injury.  

I hope very few of you have to make these tough decisions on your wheat fields. Farming 

always brings new challenges each year and we must strive to react with the most appropriate 

management decisions in each situation. An important step in the decision making process is 

getting out and scouting your own fields so you can respond to their individual needs and issues.    
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