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Trees Losing Leaves Early This Summer 

 

  Have you been noticing your trees are losing leaves this summer? Well, there are three 

situations that may be causing your trees to loss their leaves. These situations are caused by low 

amounts of water and extreme temperatures. None of these situations should kill the trees 

immediately, but multiple years of the same conditions will have an effect on the overall health 

of the trees.  

  The first situation is the tree is producing yellow leaves throughout the whole tree canopy. If 

the falling leaves are well distributed throughout the tree and result in a general thinning of the 

leaves, this is not a serious problem. Trees will often set more leaves in the spring than they can 

support during the summer. Heat and drought stress will cause the tree to lose leaves, due to the 

available amount of soil moisture. The leaves that drop are most often yellow with no discernible 

disease spots. However, at times, they can drop green leaves that appear perfectly healthy. As 

long as the leaf drop results in a gradual thinning of the leaves, the tree should be fine; just water 

the tree during dry periods. 

  The second situation is all the leaves on a tree are turning yellow and in some cases, virtually 

all of the leaves could drop off. Certain trees, such as hackberry, can drop all of the leaves and 

enter summer dormancy. We are a bit early for this to occur, but may happen later in the summer 

if we continue to have hot and dry weather. Trees in summer dormant should have flexible twigs 

and healthy buds. Usually, the effect on the health of the tree is minor and the tree leafs out 

normally next spring. As long as the tree has enough stored energy reserves to make it through to 

the next spring, it will survive. The twigs and buds of the tree tell the story. If the buds die and 

the twigs become brittle, that part of the tree is dead.  

  The last situation is all of the leaves on a tree turn brown and die, but remain attached to the 

tree. This can happen seemingly overnight. In such cases, the tree couldn’t keep up with moisture 

demands and died quickly. This year, the cause may be due to the early heat and drought 

conditions. Like the second situation, the twigs and buds are the most important clues as to the 

health of the tree. As long as the buds are alive and the twigs are flexible, do not remove the tree, 

it still has life. If you have limited access to water and you need to choose what to water, water 

the trees first. They take the longest to grow, are the most difficult to grow, and are the most 

expensive to replace. If you have any questions feel free to stop by or contact me in the 

Washington Office (River Valley Extension District, 214 C Street, Washington, KS) by calling 

785-325-2121 or emailing khatesohl@ksu.edu. 
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