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Emerging Problematic Pasture Species 

Old World Bluestem and Wild Blackberry Control 

  My heart aches for those who have been affected by the wildfires. I can only imagine the 

emotions they were feeling as they watched, what they thought to be an abundance of forage for 

the upcoming grazing season, go up in flames. If there has been one thing I have learned from 

the wildfires, it is that I would not want to be a part of any other industry in the world. I have 

been so proud of what this district has done and continues to do to assist ranchers in getting back 

on their feet again.   

  How fortunate we have been in this area to be still be able to have an abundance of forage for 

the upcoming year. Last year, we were so blessed with the amount of rainfall we received. This 

led to increased carry over on our pastures for the upcoming season. Unfortunately, it also 

caused growth of problematic species as well.  

  As I drive around the district looking at pastures, I have noticed that Old World Bluestem is 

rearing its ugly head again. By no means do I have the end all be all solution to eradicate Old 

World Bluestem. However, I do have a few tips that will gradually help thin out the stand.  

  The first management practice to implement is to attempt mob grazing or intensively grazing 

the areas that contain the most Old World Bluestem. I do realize that sometimes this isn’t 

realistic with regards to water availability, so this might not be practical for all producers. It has 

also been observed that cattle will no longer graze this specie after it hits a certain maturity. The 

time in which the palatability of Old World Bluestem is highest is during the months of May and 

June. The leaf to stem ratio drops below one in as little as 45 days and the forage becomes 

mostly stems. The forage quality is similar to prairie hay but the digestibility and palatability are 

lower than that of prairie hay. 

  The second management practice is to implement a good burning program. This management 

practice alone has not proven to thin out Old World Bluestem stands. However, this will improve 

forage availability in the pasture as a whole and will assist in the next step of thinning out this 

problematic specie. 

  The final management practice is to apply herbicide to the affected area following a burn. It is 

recommended that the herbicide be applied at approximately 6 inches of growth. The 

recommended rate of application is ½ lb per acre of Arsenal with the active ingredient being 

Imazapyr. At the recommended rate, Imazapyr is selective with most native grasses and forbs 

surviving treatment.  

  As stated previously, this is by no means an end all be all solution for Old World Bluestem. 

However, these management practices, when implemented together, will slowly begin to thin out 

the stand.  

  Not only has Old World Bluestem been an ongoing battle, but wild blackberries have also been 

prevalent in the district. While we think of blackberries as being a tasty treat, they can be very 

difficult to kill and can overtake a pasture rather quickly. Once again, this is a process that takes 



time to treat and is very difficult to control.  

  A prescribed burn will not kill the blackberry stand. Burning after the blackberries leaf out will 

actually do more damage than good. However, success has been found in controlling 

blackberries by burning in April and treating with herbicide 4 to 6 weeks following the burn. In 

this case, the recommended herbicides would be Remedy Ultra + 2,4-D (1 pt. + 2 pt.) in 20 

gallons per acre of spray solution. Results for this type of treatment were about 70-80% control, 

and this was more effective than burning or the herbicide alone.  

  Other options for blackberry control are 1 oz. per acre of Escort XP, 3 to 4 pt. per acre of 

Surmount, 4 pt. per acre of PastureGard, and 3.3 oz. per acre of Chaparral.  

  Another treatment that is good on most woody plants is 2 pt. of 2-4D + 1 pt. Tordon 22K + 1 pt 

Remedy Ultra. Higher spray volumes have been found to generally enhance control.  

  If controlling by air is an option, then it will require at least 4 gallons per acre of spray solution. 

However, if your pasture is close to water then Surmount and Tordon 22K are not good 

recommendations in this instance. 

  One last option for blackberry control would be to spray the blackberries when they are in 

bloom to berry production and then burn the following year to remove dead canes. 

  I realize that blackberries have been tough to control, so hopefully if you have tried one of these 

options already, then I have provided additional treatment plans to try in the future. Both Old 

World Bluestem and Wild Blackberries have become more prevalent and tougher to control over 

time. With that said, please contact Katelyn Brockus with any questions that you might have as 

well as please do a follow up on what has and has not worked on controlling these species.     
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