
News Column for Use Week of 7-10-17 

Katelyn Brockus, DEA 

River Valley Extension District  

Date: July 6, 2017 

Unconventional Grazing Strategies to Stretch Summer Pasture 

  It has been safe to say that we have been blessed with another great year with rainfall. We have 

to just pray that the good Lord doesn’t shut off the supply this summer. Rainfall has been spotty 

at times, but overall this has been another year we haven’t been forced to find additional forage 

resources. However, some producers might have taken the opportunity to expand their herds and 

fell a little short on forage availability. There can be many different times when ranchers are 

looking for opportunities to stretch summer pasture. If you fall into this category, this article 

might stimulate some ideas for unconventional grazing and stretching that summer pasture just a 

little bit longer.  

  Touring around the area, some pastures are looking pretty short in some areas. While we had 

decent amount of rainfall, there is still a possibility for overgrazing or leaving the cattle on just a 

little longer than planned. One way to estimate forage availability is to imagine pastures 

receiving little rain for the rest of the summer. The question that can then be asked is, “Will I 

have enough forage available not only for this year but also a sufficient base amount for the 

years to come?”. If the answer is no, then cattle are either going to struggle or producers are 

going to be forced to feed hay until corn stalks or winter pastures are ready for grazing. The 

decisions that are made this year will not only affect this year’s forage but the years to come as 

well.  

  With that said, there are management strategies that can be implemented now to stretch current 

pastures and lower that risk of running out later this year. One option is to remove the forage by 

haying it in order to ensure less of a risk of overgrazing and result in less forage waste that 

comes along with grazing. The second option that might work even better could be windrow 

grazing. In order to do this effectively, cut and windrow the amount of pasture the cattle might 

need for roughly a week’s worth of forage. The next step is to build an electric fence that gives 

them just a day or two’s worth of forage. After they finish that piece, just pick up the electric 

fence and move it down the windrow. As they near the end of that windrow, then lay down 

another patch and repeat the strip grazing.  

  Producers have found that windrow grazing can sometimes double the number of grazing days 

compared to regular rotational grazing patterns. So, if your operation is seeking out ways to 

stretch out that summer pasture, then this might be a great option. Please contact Katelyn 

Brockus out of the Washington office with any questions, 785-325-2121 or kbrockus@ksu.edu.       
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