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Controlling the Most Invasive Weed in the Pasture 

  What is the one weed that we all continue to fight every year? It seems like no matter what we 

do we find ourselves treating it over and over! Have you guessed what weed I am describing yet? 

It starts out in a rosette stage. If you touch it, then it will prick you. As it grows, it changes from 

the rosette stage to an upright stage and can eventually get a purple seed head on it. I am sure 

you have figured out by now the weed I am describing is the musk thistle. Producers are 

constantly fighting the musk thistle. It seems like as soon as you get done spraying for it, then it 

is time to spray again. Let’s look into various avenues to try to best combat this nasty weed! 

  During the fall is an excellent time to control for musk thistle. At this time point, they are in the 

rosette stage. Now, I know what you’re thinking. If they are in the rosette stage, then I cannot see 

them in my pasture. While that may be true for some, typically a producer knows what areas of 

his pasture are typically impacted year after year. We can start controlling from now until early 

December for a fall control compared to a spring control plan. During the spring we struggle 

with having a shorter window as it seems to be a busier time of the year. If we control in the fall, 

then we also do not need to be as concerned with drift problems. If the thistle still has green 

tissue, then there should be a good kill.  

  Now that we have identified the problem, let’s start identifying how to treat it. According to Dr. 

Walt Fick, Kansas State University, 2,4 D low volatile esters worked better in the dry and cold 

than the 2,4 D amines. Tordon 22K at a rate of 8 fl oz worked well also. Another option for 

producers is to combine both 2,4 D with Dicamba. Normally October or November is 

recommended for these treatments.  

  When analyzing later studies on cool cloudy days in December, it was found that Milestone at a 

rate of 4 fl. oz. as well as Tordon 22K worked well in this situation. Another option for this time 

point would be Chaparral. Using these products at this time point, worked well also for carry 

over into the next summer compared to using a 2,4 D ester at 64 fl. oz. as it controlled the rosette 

that was present but did not do well the following summer. 

  You might be asking yourself if it is really worth the money to treat for the musk thistle. The 

answer is yes because of the impacts it can have on forage production. If you have two thistles 

per square foot, then it is capable of decreasing the forage production in that area by half. So, the 

real question is how can you afford not to.  

  If you would like additional information on this topic, there is an additional article that was 

wrote on October 6th by Dr. Walt Fick regarding the musk thistle. You can search for this article 

by going onto agronomy.ksu.edu. Feel free to contact Katelyn Brockus in the Washington 

Extension Office (785-325-2121 or kbrockus@ksu.edu) for any questions you might have 

regarding pasture weed control or with success stories regarding controlling pasture weeds.    
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