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Managing Pasture and Range Conditions Following Rainfall  

 

  I always find it helpful to reminisce on the previous year. This allows me to see how far we 

have come over the course of the past year or if we are at a stand-still. As I was preparing to 

write this article, I found that a year ago today the topic of conversation was rangeland drought 

management. It is amazing how much the weather can change from year to year and how much 

impact that can have on livestock production. A majority of Kansas livestock producers can 

finally look at their ponds and see adequate water supply. This is something that livestock 

producers have been looking forward to for a very long time.  

  Kansas Forage and Grassland Council has published helpful data that is important to share with 

our local producers. Nationwide spring/summer pasture and range conditions have started off 

very well, with the exception of California. USDA-NASS began reporting weekly conditions on 

May 4, 2015. Overall, U.S. pasture and rangeland conditions are improving when compared to 

the start of 2014. Only a mere 12% of U.S. rangeland was rated in the two worst categories (poor 

and very poor) at the start of 2015. Last year, 23% was rated in the poor and very poor 

conditions with the prior 5-year averages (2009 through 2013) being 20%.  

  Even though this rainfall has been a great thing for livestock producers, we must remember that 

we will not see immediate changes in forage growth. With increased amounts of rain comes 

increased amounts of not only high quality forages but also weed growth. With the past few 

year’s drought conditions, forages have been under a great amount of stress. A great deal of 

growth and regrowth of forages depends on management decisions that were made during the 

duration of the drought. Did you remove cattle at the appropriate times? Did overgrazing occur? 

How severe was the drought? These are many questions that can be answered differently among 

producers.  

  If your pastures are showing signs of stress, then you might be finding out that the cattle should 

have been pulled sooner. Growth and regrowth of forages can take approximately 2-3 years to 

recover from a previous year’s drought. This timeline can be variable depending on severity and 

management decisions.  

  With this said, watch your pastures this year and be sure to remove at the appropriate time for 

regrowth to occur. If a surplus of hay occurred on your operation, try to use this to your 

advantage and be proactive in preparing for drought conditions in the future by utilizing those 

stockpiled forages. This will allow your pastures to have additional rest. This management style 

is not for all operations, but it can be utilized when stockpiled forages are available.  

  The question still remains, are we in the clear and will pastures be able to recover quickly from 

previous drought conditions, even with more than adequate rainfall? The answer is it depends. It 

depends on pasture management during those drought conditions and if rainfall continues to 

occur throughout the summer. Working in agriculture, we all wish that we could predict the 



weather. Unfortunately, this is not an easy task but good management can create better 

opportunities for managing future drought conditions.   

  Feel free to stop by the Washington office, drop me an email (kbrockus@ksu.edu), or give me a 

call (785) 325-2121 with any future livestock questions.   
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