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MAYDAY 

  What happens when the tasks at hand are not completed on time? A loud scream calling out 

“MAYDAY” might be something that comes to mind. Speaking of May, are you beginning to 

think about reproductive strategies, techniques, and the start of the breeding season? If not, this is 

a friendly reminder that the time has come to begin making breeding decisions. Here are a few 

tasks for producers to keep in mind in order to ensure the operation is operating efficiently and in 

a timely manner.  

  Breeding season is beginning or is quickly approaching cattle operations. Are your females and 

males reproductively fit and ready to perform this breeding season? Here are a few reproductive 

tips that can be useful in making sure the herd is reproductively fit. 1.  Choose the best estrous 

synchronization program that fits your operation’s needs. A few things to consider when 

choosing which protocol to use are: age group of females (yearling replacements heifers vs. 

cows), commitment of time and effort for heat detection, detecting the potential number of 

females that are anestrous (days post-partum, body condition, calving difficulty), labor 

availability for heat detection and AIing, and what is the return on investment for total 

commitment to the breeding program, 2.  Handle semen properly and use correct AI techniques 

to maximize fertility, 3. Natural service bulls should be closely monitored throughout the 

breeding season. If a problem occurs, it should be solved immediately, 4. All bulls should have 

passed a breeding soundness exam prior to turnout. 

  These various tips can be analyzed into further detail. Also take in consideration the economic 

value in natural service versus artificial insemination. Each technique has both positive and 

negative attributes. One of the simple yet frequently overlooked disadvantages is the amount of 

time and labor involved in using AI; however, this is also a great way to incorporate heterosis 

into a herd and add genetic merit. Natural service incorporates a decrease in labor costs; 

however, the bull market is at an all-time high. From the information provided, how do 

producers make an educated decision in the breeding process and how do you choose the right 

estrous synchronization program? My answer is it depends. Unfortunately, the cattle business has 

a lot of questions that result in the answer of “it depends”. Take for example an operation that 

consists of 5 cows. Is it economically feasible to purchase a genetically superior Hereford bull 

that is averaging $8,000 this year? This particular operation is not best fit for natural service but 

rather a better candidate for AI. I encourage producers to analyze conception and pregnancy rates 

in their herd. Are you maintaining the same percentage over the last five years or is your 

operation at a slow decline? Are you increasing conception rates and pregnancy rates over time? 

These are a few questions that should be evaluated in making breeding decisions and having the 

ability to adapt to the needs of your operation. It is encouraged that producers do an economic 

analysis on which particular technique best fits their operation. This is a non-subjective process 



that will provide true figures as to what is most economically feasible without incorporating 

labor and convenience. There are numerous ways to evaluate your cattle herds’ reproductive 

state. As your livestock agent working in the River Valley Extension District, I would be more 

than happy to assist you with further questions you might have. Feel free to stop by the 

Washington office, send me an e mail kbrockus@ksu.edu, or contact me by phone at 785-325-

2121.       

-30- 

K-State Research & Extension is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

 

mailto:kbrockus@ksu.edu

