
News Column for Use Week of 12/10/18 

John Forshee, District Director/Community Vitality Agent 

River Valley Extension District 

12/6/18 

 

Why is Character Important? 

 

As I watched the funeral services for President George H. W. Bush, I was struck by how often 

the Eulogists referenced his strength of character using terms like loyalty, trust, service, courage, 

compassion, discipline, humor, and gratitude. I was reminded of the Character Counts program 

that was offered once upon a time through K-State Research and Extension and thought that in 

today’s world a reminder of those Pillars of Character might be in order! 

 

The Six Pillars of Character Counts are: Trustworthiness, Respect, Responsibility, Fairness, 

Caring, and Citizenship. When used in this order they create an acronym reminding us to have 

character that is terrific, T.R.R.F.C.C. Let’s take a quick look at each pillar and see how we can 

insure our character is T.R.R.F.C.C. 

 

TRUSTWORTHINESS – To build trustworthiness we need to do the following: Be honest; 

Don’t deceive, cheat, or steal; Be reliable — do what you say you’ll do; Have the courage to do 

the right thing; Build a good reputation; Be loyal — stand by your family, friends, and country. 

 

RESPECT – Treat others with respect; follow the Golden Rule, doing unto others as you would 

have them do unto you; Be tolerant and accepting of differences; Use good manners and good 

language; Be considerate of the feelings of others; Don’t threaten, hit, or hurt anyone; Deal 

peacefully with anger, insults, and disagreements. 

 

RESPONSIBILITY – Do what you are supposed to do; Plan ahead; Be diligent; Persevere; Do 

your best; Use self-control; Be self-disciplined; Think before you act; Be accountable for your 

words, actions, and attitudes; Set a good example for others. 

 

FAIRNESS – Play by the rules; Take turns and share; Be open-minded; Listen to others; Don’t 

take advantage of others; Don’t blame others carelessly; Treat all people fairly. 

 

CARING – Be kind; Be compassionate and show you care; Express gratitude; Forgive others; 

Help people in need; Be charitable and altruistic. 

 

CITIZENSHIP – Do your share to make your school and community better; Cooperate; Get 

involved in community affairs, stay informed and vote; Be a good neighbor; Obey laws and 

rules; Respect authority; Protect the environment; Volunteer in your community. 

 

It may sound a bit morbid, but as I watched the service I pondered that if I were to die today, 

what types of things would be said about me. If I have striven to live by the Six Pillars of 

Character, then I have left the world as a “kinder and gentler” place a President Bush often said, 

and I think everyone might have some really nice things to say about me!  

 

If we each get up every morning and make a commitment to live by the Six Pillars of Character, 

just think what a different society we might be living in! Please join me in an effort to be 

T.R.R.F.C.C. 
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