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The Perfect Storm 

 

  You may recall the movie that was released in 2000 called The Perfect Storm. In this movie, 

based upon a true story that occurred in 1991, two major storms combined off the East Coast of 

the United States to create a storm event that had never before been recorded. The Andrea Gail 

fishing boat and all its crew were lost at sea. 

  The recent months and weeks in the River Valley Extension District might seem a little like we 

have been hit by the “Perfect Storm,” but unlike the tale of the Andrea Gail, we will survive to 

tell about it. I want to use my column this week to provide our readers a bit of an update on the 

District staff, and I will back up about a year to begin this tale. 

  Tyler Husa joined our team in June of 2017 as our Crop Production Agent. Tyler is housed in 

our Concordia office and with a full year under his belt, he is doing a great job. 

  In November, Susan Mattila joined us from Michigan as our 4-H Program Manager in our 

Washington office. Susan possesses a “conquer the world” spirit and always dives in and gets the 

job done. 

  Katelyn Brockus, Livestock Agent, left our team at the end of February to work for a local seed 

company. We are in the hiring process for her position at the current time. Interviews are set for 

June and we have a talented group of candidates vying for the position. On-board time will likely 

be early August as we see no way to bring on a new livestock agent in the midst of trying to 

survive four county fairs. 

  Gina Aurand, FCS Nutrition Agent, departed from our team this past week to take a position 

with the local school district. We are also in the process of hiring for this position with 

interviews in June as well. On-boarding will likely be in early August. 

  We do have good news within all of this in that our new Office Professional in Concordia,     

Melissa Williamson, started this past Tuesday. Stop by or call our Concordia office and meet and 

visit with Melissa. You will find she is enthusiastic, personable, and very capable. We welcome 

Melissa to our team, and we are so glad to have her on board. Melissa is originally from Eastern 

Kansas, but she comes to us from Boston. 

  Finally, Patricia Gerhardt-Schmuck recently announced her retirement effective June 2, 2018.  

Pat has spent nearly 30 years serving the folks in Cloud County and the River Valley Extension 

District. Please join us on Wednesday, June 6, 2018 from 3:00 to 6:00 p.m. at the Courthouse 

Meeting Room in Concordia as we honor Pat and thank her for years of excellent programming 

in the District. Congratulatory cards and letters may be sent to: River Valley Extension, 

Concordia Office, Courthouse, 811 Washington, Suite E, Concordia, KS 66901. 

  As you can see, exactly one-third of our team is new or will be new within a period of just over 

14 months. Please bear with us as we work diligently to fill the gaps, deliver our on-going 

programming, service those questions you all bring in, and literally work around the clock to 

make four county fairs happen. Our goal is to continue to serve the core mission of K-State 

Research and Extension to provide practical education you can trust. We continue to strive to 

help people, businesses, and communities solve problems, develop skills, and build a better 

future. Our focus is on solving grand challenges in our state around water, health, global food 

systems, vitalizing our communities, and developing tomorrow’s leaders. We are Kansas State 

University in your local community.  
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