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Agritourism – Protecting Your Assets While Sharing Agricultural Experiences 

 

   Several decades ago, agricultural producers began to realize that they could supplement their farm 

income by charging for agricultural experiences that we all took for granted growing up on the farm.  

Many have learned to tap into that Agritourism market and have successfully “harvested” travel dollars 

and worked toward generating more tourism in Kansas. 

   As with all things in life where there are rewards there are also risks.  Therefore, one of our goals 

when we have an Agritourism business is to minimize those risks.  The Agritourism Promotion Act 

(K.S.A. 110-41-2) that was signed into law in 2004 provides support for Agritourism but also provides 

very valuable limitations to the liability that an Agritourism provider acting in good faith efforts might 

be subject to. In order to take advantage of this limited liability, however, a Agritourism business must 

do a few simple things. 

   First, the business must register through the Kansas Department of Wildlife, Parks, and Tourism.  The 

website is www.kansasagritourism.com.  Registration includes a description of the Agritourism 

activity, the location of the operation, and the visitor experience provided. Once this information is 

provided, the KDWP&T reviews the registration to make sure that the operation qualifies as an 

Agritourism activity or operation. Note that this is not regulatory in nature in any way. This review 

simply is to insure that the benefits go to Agritourism as intended in the law.  

   Once the registration is approved, the KDWP&T will provide the business with a certificate that is 

good for five years. You must have this certificate to take advantage of the liability limitation. 

   The next step is for the business to obtain and display in prominent locations the Agritourism 

Registration WARNING sign.  This sign reads: WARNING: under Kansas Law, there is no liability for 

an injury or death of a participant in a registered Agritourism activity conducted at this registered 

Agritourism location if such injury or death results from inherent risks of such Agritourism activity.  

Inherent risks of Agritourism activities include, but shall not be limited to, the potential of you as a 

participant to act in a negligent manner that may contribute to your injury or death and the potential of 

another participant to act in a negligent manner that may contribute to your injury or death. You are 

assuming the risk of participating in this registered Agritourism activity. This limited liability signage 

is available through the Kansas Horse Council by calling 785-776-0662 or going to the website at 

www.kansashorsecouncil.com and placing the order on-line. 

   Finally, the business must re-register at the end of you five years in order to continue to take 

advantage of the liability limitations afforded by the law. 

   This is not to say that you don’t need to take other steps to limit liability.  1) First, use waivers as 

appropriate to help people understand the risk they are taking and so that they consciously assume that 

risk. 2) Avoid negligence.  This means keep all equipment in safe working order and eliminate all 

known safety hazards if possible. 3) Operators should be good stewards and know the condition of the 

land, animals, buildings and equipment.  This relates back to number two and often just is use good 

judgment and common sense as an operator when it comes to risks. 4) Make sure participants and 

operator know what the activity is, how to do the activity safely, and that they are participating in it. 5) 

Maintain a liability insurance policy that covers the activity.  Don’t assume your homeowners or farm 

liability will cover it.  Involve your insurance agent as you get started. 6) Finally, get to know your 

attorney! Make sure that all waivers, activities, policies, etc. take advantage of the Agritourism Act as 

well as all other protections under Common Law. 

   Good luck and be creative as you work to develop, expand, or improve your agritoursim in the River 

Valley Extension District.  The contact at KDWP&T is Sue Stringer.  Her phone number is 785-296-

1847 or 785-207-2685 or email Sue at sue.stringer@travelks.com. 
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