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Plan Now for Fall Community Cleanup/Fix-up 
 

   My kids make it home a couple of times per year and when they come into my office they 

always comment on the mess, referring to the “neatly stacked piles” that I have here and there 

around my office.  Most everyone, and every community, has something akin to my neat piles.  

You know, that eyesore abandoned building on Main Street with broken windows, or that broken 

and unpainted park equipment.  Just as I have become accustomed to my piles, we all drive by 

these places every day and we become so desensitized to them that we don’t even notice. 

   Fall is a great time to conduct a Community Cleanup/Fix-up Campaign on both a personal 

level and on a community level.  It is a great time to look around with a fresh set of eyes and 

identify those places where a bit of cleanup and fix-up could really improve our communities.  

Nadine Sigle, K-State Research and Extension Community Vitality Specialist has recently 

authored a bulletin MF931 entitled “Conducting a Community Cleanup Fix-up Campaign.”  This 

is a great tool to help a community conduct an event. 

   A community cleanup campaign can be broken down into seven planning areas: 

 Organizing for success 

 Establishing clear goals 

 Developing a plan 

 Advertising your event 

 Recruiting volunteers 

 Project execution 

 Sustaining the effort 

By investing in these seven areas, community cleanup efforts will be successful and sustainable. 

   Community Cleanups can improve the physical appearance of a community that helps to instill 

a sense of community pride. A clean community makes a good first impression for prospective 

businesses and employers as well as professionals and others looking a potentially moving to a 

community. It can improve community health by eliminating places where insects and rodents 

live and breed. Finally, it is a great way to engage residents in a project that shows immediate 

and visible results. 

   There are several pieces that I really like about this new resource. First, it gives a nice list of 

potential planning committee members to make sure that we have a broad base of support for the 

event.  Secondly, there is a nice checklist that helps us identify those things that we have become 

so used to looking at that we see right past them. There is a great chart where we can list the 

goal, develop four strategies, assign the strategy to a person or team, identify resources needed 

and a timeline to complete, develop a budget and finally list the follow-up required.  With this 

chart there is little opportunity for something to slip through the cracks.  Finally, there is a great 

checklist to make sure we have not forgotten anything along the way. 

   As with everything worthwhile, there must be a plan to sustain the effort.  The resource has a 

great section of ideas to maximize the lasting effort of a community clean-up. 

   Contact John Forshee or stop by any River Valley Extension Office to pick up this new 

bulletin.  Maybe by the time you stop by to see me I will have eliminated a couple of those 

eyesores in my office as well. 
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