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Time to Control Pesky Bagworms & Squash Bugs 

 

   Bagworms might possibly have been named “2014 Landscape Pest of the Year” as they did 

considerable damage to landscape shrubs and trees last year.  Bagworms infest a variety of plants 

but the preferred host is typically those in the juniper species. 

   The problem with bagworm control is that once you notice a large number of large bags then 

you have probably missed the window of opportunity for control.  Bagworms begin hatching in 

mid-May and continue throughout June in most years.  As bagworm numbers were extremely 

high last year, we can assume that there will be a relatively large hatch this year.  It is time to 

start scouting, looking for those very tiny larvae that are about 1 mm in length and the bags that 

they begin to construct that are less than ¼ inch long.  At first they will be hard to spot but with 

some continued looking one will notice the movement of the tiny larvae as they feed. 

   In years following light infestations we would recommend spraying one-time while the larvae 

are small.  This one spray would be timed in a window between mid-June and the first week of 

July.  In years following heavy infestations like we have had the last couple of years then we 

recommend spraying twice.  The first spray application would be from late-May through mid-

June and the second following 2 to 3 weeks later in mid-June through the first week of July.  

There is still time this year to get two sprays in for bagworm control. 

   There are nearly 500 insecticides labeled for bagworm control in Kansas so it is less important 

what you use then it how you use it.  The timing given before is critical as the larvae are easier to 

kill when small and feeding and are nearly impossible to kill with insecticide later in the season 

when they are through feeding and protected in the case.  It is also important to get thorough 

coverage.  Be sure to use a large volume of water to completely cover the tree or shrub and 

enough pressure to penetrate into the inner branches, leaves, or needles. 

   Another on-going pest of gardeners is the squash bug.  Just as with bagworms, the squash bug 

is easiest to kill with insecticides when it is the small nymph. It is also easier to control the small 

number of first generation hatching early in the garden season than it is to control the huge flush 

that will happen later in the season with the second generation. 

   Because squash bugs feed by sucking juice from the plants, only insecticides that directly 

contact the insect will work.  General use garden insecticides such as permethrin, malathion, and 

methoxychlor provide control if direct contact is achieved.  As squash bugs tend to hide under 

things and feed on the underside of leaves it is important to spray or dust on the underside of the 

leaves.  This may require repeated applications. 

   Be sure to follow all label directions for applications, paying particular attention to pre-harvest 

intervals for all garden crops. 

   For additional information stop by any River Valley Extension office for the MF728, 

Bagworms or MF-2508, Squash Bugs and Squash Vine Borers. 
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