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Divide Daylilies to Maintain Vigor 

      
   Daylilies have become a favorite for gardeners and landscapers over recent years.  They are 

hardy, provide for beautiful summer flower beds, and require little maintenance. 

   Daylilies do need to be divided every three to four years to maintain vigor.  Although they may 

be divided in early spring before growth starts, it is more common to divide them this time of 

year. 

   To begin the process of dividing most gardeners cut back the tops to about half their original 

height to make plants easier to handle.  

   Day lilies have a very tough root system that can make them difficult to divide while in place. 

Dividing in place is practical if it hasn’t been long since the last division. In such cases, a 

spading fork can be used to peel fans from the existing clump.  

   If the plants have been in place longer and are well grown together, it is more practical to 

divide them after the entire clump has been dug. In this situation, use a spade to lift the entire 

clump out of the ground. Although it is possible to cut the clump apart with a sharp spade, you 

will save more roots by using two spading forks back-to-back to divide the clump into sections. 

Each section should be about the size of a head of cauliflower. 

   An easier method involves using a stream of water from a garden hose to wash the soil from 

the clump, and then rolling the clump back and forth until the individual divisions separate. 

   Once the clumps have been divided it is time to replant your flower bed. Space divisions 24 to 

30 inches apart, and set each at its original depth. Set the division in place by pressing firmly on 

the soil around and then thoroughly watering it in.  

   The number of flowers will be reduced the first year after division as the plant rebuilds its root 

system but will return to normal until the plants need to be divided again. 
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