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Honoring Kansas Master Farmers and Master Farm Homemakers 

 
Six couples have been named Kansas Master Farmers and Master Farm Homemakers for 2014. 

The couples are identified as leaders in farming and their communities, and they were honored at 

a banquet March 13 in Manhattan. The Master Farmer and Master Farm Homemaker award 

program began in 1927 and is sponsored by K-State Research and Extension and Kansas Farmer 

magazine. The honorees include two farm couples from the River Valley Extension District. 

 

Dewey & Carol Adams, RVED-CY, Clay Center 

Children: Rhonda (husband Jim); grandsons Adam and Ryan  

Dewey Adams is a fourth-generation farmer, and along with his wife, Carol, the couple raises 

beef cattle, including stockers and feeders, and crops that include wheat, sorghum, soybeans, 

grass hay, alfalfa and silage. Dewey’s great-grandfather homesteaded the farm in 1870, and he 

and Carol took ownership in 1964. Much has changed to keep the operation up-to-date and more 

efficient over the years.  

Dewey joined the Kansas National Guard as a young man and completed active basic training 

before returning to the farm. He began renting more land and expanding the farming operation 

before his parents died in an automobile accident. Dewey can often be found tinkering around 

the farm and updating infrastructure, using his talents on various repairs, welding and 

woodworking.  

Today, the Adams’ operation uses many good stewardship practices—no-till, terraces, buffer 

strips, cover crops, stalk grazing and pasture rotation to name a few—in hopes of preserving the 

farm for future generations of the family. They both have been actively involved in the 

agricultural industry through serving roles in Kansas Young Farmers, the Clay County Fair 

Board, the Kansas Farm Management Board, the Clay County Soil Conservation Board and the 

Clay County Extension Homemakers Council, to name a few.  

A lifelong educator, Carol worked off the farm for 43 years in the public school system, and 

even after retiring in 2007, she still fills in as a substitute teacher when she has the opportunity. 

She teaches Sunday school and helps with vacation Bible school, among many other roles, at the 

Mizpah United Methodist Church where she and Dewey are members.  

Dewey has used his builder’s niche to travel to Nicaragua and build churches as part of 17 

mission trips. Carol has accompanied him on seven of those trips. Dewey has also served as a 

rural volunteer firefighter for more than 40 years and worked as a field technician 34 years for 

the Farm Service Agency.  

Family is important to both Dewey and Carol, and they involve their daughter, son-in-law and 

two grandsons to help out on the farm when possible. The family’s motto is, “We work together; 

we play together.” Dewey’s dream is that one day his grandsons will be able to keep the farm in 

the family.  



Bill and Chris Pannbacker, RVED-WS, Washington 

Children: Jake, Molly (husband Tyrone)  

Life in agriculture has extended beyond the farm for Bill Pannbacker and his wife, Chris. Bill is 

a renowned veterinarian who plays an active role in many organizations that include the Kansas 

Livestock Association, National Cattlemen’s Beef Association, Kansas Farm Bureau, Kansas 

Veterinary Medical Association and Washington County Extension Council, to name a few.  

Bill often starts his day with news from C-SPAN, DTN and the Kansas City Star before heading 

out the door. Chris, likewise, typically reads five to six newspapers daily, as she has always 

loved to read and learn. She has an impressive background in communications and journalism 

and has served as editor of The Washington County News, as well as compiled and revised 

newsletters for many organizations.  

Chris was a board director of the Kansas Press Association, and other organizations in which she 

has been involved include but are not limited to the Kansas Commission on Judicial 

Qualifications, Kansas Cattlewomen, American National Cattlewomen and the Washington 

County Emergency Response team. She was a typical “4-H mom” through the years and Girl 

Scout troop leader for 22 years.  

Somehow despite everything going on outside the farm, the couple has been able to successfully 

manage a diverse farming operation, with crops that include wheat, sorghum, corn, soybeans, 

silage, alfalfa and grass hay. They also are highly involved in beef production, from the cow-calf 

side to the stocker and feeder phases.  

The Pannbackers use buffer strips on several of the fields they farm and have moved to almost 

70 percent no-till. They have improved water quality for the operation by discontinuing feeding 

cattle adjacent to a stream to prevent potential runoff. Crossbreeding in the cattle herd has shown 

many benefits. Among those, home-raised steer calves from Angus-based cows sired by 

Charolais bulls graded 80 percent USDA Choice and gained 4.4 pounds per day with a cost of 

gain at 75 percent of the average quoted for the same period in 2014.  

In addition to agricultural industry involvement, Bill served on the Bluestem Electric 

Cooperative Board and is involved in the K-State Alumni Association. He and Chris have both 

served on their local school board and supported local 4-H in many ways. They are active 

members of the First Presbyterian Church in Washington.  
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