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2014 RIVER VALLEY LEASE SURVEY SUMMARY RELEASED 

  

   One of the most common agricultural inquires that we get at the Extension Office is, “what is 

the going rental rates for pasture and crop ground in the area?”   

   That can be a very difficult question to answer.  The “coffee shop” talk is often not about the 

“average” but rather about that one extreme rate paid that has everyone talking. In addition, there 

are so many factors that play into determining the equitable rental rate that what is fair in one 

situation may be completely out of line in another. 

   To help answer lease questions, the River Valley Extension District began conducting an 

annual lease survey beginning in 2012.  The survey asks over 200 landowners and tenants from 

across the district specific questions about crop and livestock lease agreements and rates.  The 

data is summarized and was recently released as the 2014 River Valley Lease Survey Summary.   

   The pasture summary looks at “average rates” for leasing pasture on the district basis but is 

also broken out by county. The rates for grazing crop residue and such questions as water 

sources, fencing responsibilities, and tree and weed control arrangements were also addressed. 

The crop summary looks at common cash rent and crops share arrangements on non-irrigated 

and irrigated crop land as well as production expense sharing.  The crop survey also looked at 

flex rent, field maps, cover crops and custom operations.  

   As land prices and rental rates have been increasing over the years, we know that the “average” 

rate is going to be somewhat behind any new rate.  In addition, that average will have rates that 

have not been renegotiated for years, in-family deals, etc. that do not accurately reflect the 

current market rate.  Therefore the results are broken into an overall average but then we look at 

the high average to capture that effect.  On the pasture side, the “average” rental increased $1.06 

per acre or roughly 4% while the high average increased $3.77 or 13.5% from 2013 to 2014.  On 

the dryland crop side of the question, the average increased $4.25 per acre or just over 5.5% 

while the high average increased $11.00 per acre or just over 12%.  The relatively strong crop 

and livestock prices during that period were reflected in the increased demand and price for crop 

and pasture land as would be expected.  

   Both surveys looked at hunting rights. An interesting revelation here is that in many of the 

survey responses it was indicated that the landowner retained the hunting rights. However, in 

most of these situations there was no arrangement to allow for this in the lease agreement. The 

Kansas Lease Law transfers these rights to the tenant when a lease agreement is entered into and 

landlords can only enter the property for normal maintenance and inspection. A landlord that 

wishes to maintain hunting rights should make sure this is addressed in the lease agreement or 

they are technically trespassing. 

   The summary is available in hard copy at any RVED office or on the River Valley District 

webpage:  www.rivervalley.ksu.edu.  Additional resources are available at other K-State 

Research & Extension websites,  www.AgManager.info, and www.aglease101.org. 
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