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Medicare Questions 

   Supplement Plan G and SELECT Plans are topics inquired about as Senior Health Insurance 

Counseling for Kansas Counselors, SHICK Counselors, have helped River Valley District 

Medicare beneficiaries shop for Part D Prescription Plans the past few weeks.  

   Premium notices for supplement plans have been mailed out by insurance companies. Certain 

companies are promoting the Plan G which is a new supplement plan for some insurance 

companies in 2016. The supplement Plan G has the same benefits as a Plan F except the Medicare 

beneficiary has to pay the Medicare Part B annual deductible which is $166 for 2016.  

   Medicare Part B covers the physician’s charges in or out of the hospital, durable medical 

equipment which requires prescriptions, ambulance, lab services, blood the first three pints and 

free preventative services. Medicare pays 80% of these services and most people have a 

supplement which pays the remaining 20% of the cost. Also there is a $166 annual deductible 

which is covered by Supplement Plans C & F. 

  The majority of the Medicare beneficiaries share that they have a Supplement Plan C or F, 

because they want the majority of their Medicare expenses to be paid. Starting January 1, 2020 

newly eligible Medicare beneficiaries will not be able to buy a Plan C or F. Those plans will 

become supplement Plans D and G which require the Medicare beneficiary to pay the Part B 

deductible each year.  

   Current people with Medicare who have a Plan C or F will be able to keep these plans. There 

will not be any new people added to the pool in 2020 so the premium may rise at a faster rate. 

Remember if you have a Medicare Plan C or F you will be able to keep that supplement plan.  

    Don’t know what lettered plan that you have? Get out your supplement insurance card from 

your wallet and look on the front of the card for the letter.  

    SELECT Plans are another cheaper option available to some Kansas Medicare beneficiaries. 

The SELECT Plans are just like standardized Medicare supplement policies. With a SELECT 

policy, a person with Medicare would have the same benefits as the lettered Medicare 

Supplements, but they are limited to certain health care hospitals for pre-planned overnight 

surgery.  

   The SELECT plans are often a cheaper monthly premium. Before signing up for a SELECT 

plan, be sure you know what hospitals you are able to go to for pre-planned overnight surgery and 

that they are the hospitals you would choose to go for services. Also tell your adult children and 

caregivers that you signed up for a SELECT plan, so they are informed.  

    Time is ticking to change your Medicare Part D Prescription Drug Plan for 2016. You have until 

December 7
th

 to enroll in a new Part D Plan for next year. You should have received a packet from 

your current Part D Plan. Read all the correspondence that came from the company so you know 

what your premium, deductibles, co-payments and formulary is for 2016. If you are still pleased 

with your plan, you do not need to do anything and will remain on it.  

    Do you have questions about Medicare?  I will be happy to help you. Call your local K-State 

Research and Extension River Valley District Office in Belleville (785-527-5084), Concordia 

(785-243-8185), Washington (785-325-2121), or Clay Center at 785-632-5335.  

    Have a healthy and happy Christmas season with family and friends! 
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