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County Fairs Wrap Up 

 

  As fair season wraps up, I want to thank all the volunteers and families who made the 4-H and 

FFA livestock shows across the District possible. I also want to commend all the kids who 

participated in their county fair shows. It is hard work getting ready for these shows and several 

of their peers did not participate. I do believe they will have an advantage over those who aren’t 

involved. These young kids are learning about responsibility, they are engaging with adults, and 

working on vital communication skills that will help them in their futures. For this reason, I want 

to challenge each one of these participants and their families to recruit someone new to be 

involved in the shows next year. The shows are more exciting when there is more competition in 

each division.  

  Also, I want to encourage the kids to go see some shows at the Kansas State Fair in Hutchinson 

this September. Some of the judges at our county fairs even talked with our kids about doing the 

same thing. They will be able to see what skills seasoned showman are doing – at a higher level 

– and then use this information to improve themselves for next year’s shows.  

  This is my first year as the Livestock Production Agent for the River Valley District. I sincerely 

enjoyed engaging with all of the kids and parents from our four counties. I am already looking 

forward to next year – to see how the kids have grown and improved on their skills. I also hope 

to see some new faces. If you have any questions regarding livestock or the upcoming State Fair, 

you can reach me at the Cloud County River Valley Extension Office in Concordia by calling 

785-243-8185 or by emailing me at bmelton@ksu.edu.  
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