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BSE Found in Florida Cow… But, There’s Nothing to Worry About 

 

  On August 29, 2018 reports of a cow with Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy (BSE), or more 

commonly know as Mad Cow Disease, were being reported. My first thought was, “That can’t be 

right.” However, as I investigated the reports it was in fact clear, the USDA confirmed a six-

year-old cow in Florida was diagnosed with an atypical form of BSE. I was worried American 

beef was going to be shut-off from trade markets around the world and our industry was going to 

be in trouble.  

  Fortunately, I was wrong. If you are reading this, you might be wondering, “Why haven’t I 

heard about this?” The answer is, the cow had atypical BSE. This means the disease 

spontaneously developed within the animal. This is the first atypical BSE case since an Alabama 

cow was diagnosed in 2017 and the 6th diagnosed in the US.  

  The other form of BSE is known as Classical BSE. Classical BSE was the cause of the outbreak 

in the 1980’s in the United Kingdom, and eventually became a problem in the US with “the cow 

that stole Christmas” on December 23, 2003. “The cow that stole Christmas” is the only 

Classical BSE case noted in the US. Classical BSE is spread to ruminant animals by consuming 

feed contaminated with the infectious prion agent. The FDA has prohibited the inclusion of 

mammalian protein in feed for cattle and other ruminants since 1997. The classical form of BSE 

is known as a Transmissible Spongiform Encephalopathy (TSE) and is believed to cause variant 

Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease (vCJD) in humans. Other forms of TSEs exist in other species as well. 

In sheep and goats, it is known as scrapie, and in deer, elk, and moose it is known as chronic 

wasting disease. 

  Only four cases of vCJD have ever been reported in the US. Two of the four patients were 

believed to have contracted the disease while they were living in the UK and another while living 

in Saudi Arabia. The last patient was a US citizen, born overseas, and it is unclear where the 

disease was contracted. 

  The bottom line is the US food supply is safe and will continue to be. John Maday wrote an 

article recently in Drovers about this issue and I think his quote says it best, “The BSE story 

provides an excellent example of science and industry working together to solve a problem and 

to educate the public regarding the actual risks.” 

  If you have any questions, stop by the K-State Research and Extension Office in Concordia, 

call Brett Melton at 785-243-8185, or email him at bmelton@ksu.edu. 
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